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NOTES AND NEWS 



Professor James H. Leuba, of Bryn Mawr College, has furnished 
the Journal with the following note on a new method of producing color 
stimuli of definite saturation and of testing Weber's law for color sensa- 
tions : " Psychologists will be interested in the work being done at the 
Bryn Mawr College chemical laboratory by Dr. Horn and one of his 
students, Sue A. Blake, as outlined in a series of papers on ' Variable 
Sensitiveness in Colorimetry,' published in the American Chemical Jour- 
nal (Vol. XXXV., p. 253; XXXVL, pp. 195, 516). In the first paper the 
authors show that ' at certain definite concentrations, the comparison in 
the colorimetric determination of chromium can be made with greater 
ease and accuracy than at other concentrations.' In two subsequent 
papers they prove that, within certain definite and experimentally de- 
terminable limits, changing with each coloring substance, the amount of 
the coloring substance that will produce a just observable difference in 
color is a constant fraction of the total weight of the coloring substance 
already present. Thus they verified by a new method, and within limits, 
Weber's law for colorations due to potassium chromate (yellow), copper 
sulphate (blue) and ammoniacal solution of copper sulphate (violet). 
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They believe that this conclusion can be extended to all coloring sub- 
stances. The chemist interested in colorimetry will find here an experi- 
mental demonstration of the truth of the commonly made assumption 
that the coloring power of a substance is definitely proportional to its 
weight. He will learn, in addition, that the most delicate results can be 
obtained in colorimetric analysis only within certain limits of color sat- 
uration, experimentally discoverable. The psychologist will note: (1) 
That we have here a demonstration of the practicability of a new and very 
simple method of producing solutions of a definite color saturation, a 
method in which the measurement of the amount of the coloring sub- 
stance and of the liquid in which it is to be dissolved takes the place of 
photometry or of sensation judgment. Exact matches and perfectly 
graded series of color saturations can be prepared with ease within the 
limits of the validity of Weber's law without having recourse to anything 
more than a delicate balance and a measuring vessel. (2) That he is put 
in possession of a convenient method of studying the relation of color 
sensation to stimulus. Beyond the limits of psychophysical validity, the 
curves established by Horn and Blake exhibit surprising movements. 
They are, however, regular enough to suggest the possibility of reduction 
to relatively simple laws. There is here, it seems, a territory within which 
psychophysical researches might yield rich returns. The regularity and 
consistency of the results obtained, within the limits in which Weber's 
law was found to hold, show that, at least for those ranges of concentra- 
tion, the manner of determining the least observable color difference was 
sufficiently accurate. Dr. Horn intends to extend his investigation to 
other colors and to determine more exactly the portions of the curves fall- 
ing outside of the field of Weber's law. Greater care in the control of 
the objective and subjective factors influencing color vision will probably 
be necessary in these regions." 

One of the most encouraging features of recent developments in psy- 
chology is the growth of what may be called ' clinical psychology.' The 
prospectus of a new journal, The Psychological Clinic, is so interesting 
that we copy here the following portions of the announcement : " During 
the last ten years the laboratory of psychology at the University of Penn- 
sylvania has been conducting a psychological clinic, in connection with 
its work in child psychology. Children from the public schools of 
Philadelphia and adjacent cities have been brought to the laboratory 
by parents or teachers; these children had made themselves conspicuous 
because of an inability to progress in school work as rapidly as other 
children, or because of moral defects which rendered them difficult to 
manage under ordinary discipline. When brought to the psychological 
clinic, such children are given a physical and mental examination; if 
the result of this examination shows it to be desirable, they are then 
sent to specialists for the eye or ear, for the nose and throat, and for 
nervous diseases, one or all, as each case may require. The result of 
this conjoint medical and psychological examination is a diagnosis of 
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the child's mental and physical condition and the recommendation of 
appropriate medical and pedagogical treatment. The progress of some 
of these children has been followed for a term of years. ... To provide 
for an adeqiiate report of the results of the scientific study of these 
children, primarily cases of mental and moral retardation, it has been 
determined to found a new journal — The Psychological Clinic. The 
journal will do more than merely report cases. It will assist toward 
perfecting the detailed operation of the clinical method in psychology; it 
will seek to increase the number of active contributors to clinical psy- 
chology, and it will necessarily present and discuss the principles of 
psychology that are exemplified in the analysis of the several cases. . . . 
The Psychological Clinic will be devoted primarily to the study and treat- 
ment of mentally and morally deficient children, but this will not pre- 
clude the consideration of other types deviating from the normal child, 
nor yet of that hypothetical type, the so-called normal child. The 
methods of clinical psychology are necessarily invoked wherever the 
status of an individual consciousness is determined by observation and 
experiment, and pedagogical treatment applied to affect a change, i. e., 
the development of such individual mind. Whether the subject be a 
child or an adult, the result of examination and treatment may be con- 
ducted and expressed in the terms of the clinical method. Thus, the 
phenomena of adolescence, of criminality and insanity, are best investi- 
gated by the clinical method. The neurologist and psychiatrist are just 
awakening to a realization of the psychological and pedagogical signifi- 
cance of the treatment usually prescribed in cases of hysteria, psychas- 
thenia, aphasia and allied mental disorders. The Psychological Clinic 
will be issued monthly on the 15th of the month, excepting July, August 
and September. . . . All business communications should be addressed 
to The Psychological Clinic, Station B, Philadelphia, Pa." 

The following changes have occurred in the organization of the de- 
partment of philosophy at Columbia University : Dr. Dickinson S. Miller 
has been appointed professor of philosophy; Dr. W. P. Montague has 
been appointed adjunct professor of philosophy; Mr. Walter B. Pitkin 
has resigned from the department to accept an editorial position on the 
New York Tribune. 

Dr. R. P. Angier, of the department of psychology at Yale Univer- 
sity, will lecture at the University of California, March 26-29, on ' Some 
Tendencies in Modern Psychology.' 

Dr. P. J. Mobius, the author of books on various pathological, psy- 
chological and sociological subjects, died recently at Leipzig, at the age 
of fifty-three years. 

Dr. Ernst Meumann, of Konigsberg, has been called to the chair of 
philosophy at Minister as successor to Professor Busse. 

Dr. Eduard Zeller has celebrated his ninety-third birthday. 



